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D~ar CoJleague

The Envaroilmelltal Cbo~ New ZealaDdecolabei

1be search for products. that:offer. a genuine redUdi6n in environ,"entaJ .imp~ts can seem a
daunting prospeet in the:face.,ot:competiJ)@ ~s from suppJiers.. Acoordingly. the Ministry for the
Environment recommends that procurement dfficers use ec:olabels where possible to simplifY their
selection of environmentally. preferable p~ucts. .

The Environmenta1Choice..N~.Zatand eb()labelhas been Government owned and suppOrtedsince
inception in ]992 and is the.onlyecolabel i~ New Zealand which is an lICtivemember of the Global
EcQlabel1ingNetwork(GEN). .

Etwironmental Choic:e ~c:s ptOdnus thllt ~ ind.cpcndellt1y assessed against published
specifications. The label is the Qnly one iit New Zealand which.uses specificauonsdeveloped using
an en\'ironmental life cycle &p;toach:.The'sptcific~ion~ are basedon inteinational standards
adapted for Ntw Zealand cinmrn$tanC:os IIIldare designed 10 distinguish enviroi1~entally preferable
products based on lifecye1e enviromn:entaJ e~ En\lironmental Choice has product
Specifications.across a wide.nm~~. of product areas including detergents. and clC!8ner$,photocopiers,
building insu1atiOiJ.paint. recycled ):J18stlC.andpa~ products and carpets. There are. 350 products
certified ul'1derthese standards.

Environmental ChoiceNZ is tbe COnsumen' confirmation d1atthe product they are purchasing is
envir.o.nn\entallypreferable ov~ other products which do not meet such specifications.

Regards,

ElWlr~eRt Houle
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